
Changes  in  the  Patients  Doctors  Choose  to  See  

Survey  results  come  from  Health  Reform  and  the  Decline  of  Private  Physician  Practice  (The  Phy-­‐
sicians  Foundation,  2010).  Survey  of  2,379  physicians,  overall  margin  of  error  ±1.93%.  
  

Which  categories  of  patients  do  you  
think  reform  will  compel  you to  
close  to  your  practice  (if  any)?

Medicaid 51%

Indigent 43%

Medicare 30%

Patients covered  through  
exchanges

24%

Some  HMO/managed care  
patients

17%

Self  pay 10%

Other 6%

All  new  patients 5%

Privately  insured 3%

Which  categories  of  patients  have  
cost/reimbursement  or  time  issues  
compelledyou  to  lose  (if  any)?

Medicaid 34%

Some  HMO/managed  care  
patients

30%

Certain  managed  care  
companies

26%

Indigent 16%

Medicare 12%

All  new  patients 5%

Other 4%

Self  pay 4%



As  you  consider  your  plans  over  the  next  three years  as  reform  
phases  in,  do  you  plan  to:
Continue  practicingas  I  am 26%

Cut  back  on  hours 19%

Relocate  to  another  practice 16%

Retire 16%

Switch  to  a  cash  or  concierge  practice 16%

Work  locum  tenens 14%

Cut  back  on  patients  seen 13%

Seek  a  job/business  unrelated  to  healthcare 12%

Switch  to  a  non-­‐clinical job  within  healthcare 12%

Seek  employment  with  a  hospital 11%

Work  part-­‐time   8%

Close  my  practice  to  new  patients 6%

Other 2%

Changes  in  the  Physician  Workforce  
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Projected  Physician  Retirements  in  the  Next  1-­‐3  years,  by  Age

Survey  results  come  from  Health  Reform  and  the  Decline  of  Private  Physician  Practice  (The  Phy-­‐
sicians  Foundation,  2010).  Survey  of  2,379  physicians,  overall  margin  of  error  ±1.93%.  
  



Changes  in  the  Structure  of  Medical  Practice  

Survey  results  come  from  Health  Reform  and  the  Decline  of  Private  Physician  Practice  (The  Phy-­‐
sicians  Foundation,  2010).    Survey  of  2,379  physicians,  overall  margin  of  error  was  ±1.93%.  
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How  do  you  believe  reformwill  
affect  the  independent,  private  
practice  model?

Will  enhance the  viability  of  
the  model

10%

Will  have  little  to  no  effect  
on  the  model

10%

Will  erode the  viability  of  
the  model

80%

How  you  do  believe  health  reform  
will  affect the  amount  of  time  you  
are  able  to  spend  per  patient?

I  will  be  able  to  spend  more  
time  per  patient

3%

There  will  no  change 24%

I  will have  to  spend  less  
time  per  patient

59%

Unsure 14%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

Primary  care  
specialty  choice  
(including  general  
and  subspecialties)
All  other  non-­‐
primary  care  
specialties

Not  definitely  
planning  specialty-­‐
board  certification

Specialty  Choices  of  Graduating  Medical  Students  

Source:  Jeffe,  Donna  B.,  et  al.  Acad.  

Med.  2010;  85,  947-­‐58.  

Monthly Budgetary  Shortfalls  of  Primary  Care  Compared  With  Other  Specialties

Physician  specialty

Expense Primary  care Psychiatry Radiology

Monthly income  (after  taxes) $8,125 $10,000 $21,875

Educational  loan  repayment -­‐$2,261 -­‐$2,261 -­‐$2,590

Retirement  savings -­‐$895 -­‐$1,306 -­‐$5,023*

Mortgage/home expenses -­‐$1,734 -­‐$1,734 -­‐$1,734

College  savings -­‐$1,967 -­‐$1,967 -­‐$1,967

Other  expenses -­‐$2,069 -­‐$2,069 -­‐$2,069

Net  income  after  expenses -­‐$801 +$663 +$8,492
*Higher  savings  rate  is  a  function  of  longer  residency  training          
Source:  Palmeri, Martin,  et  al.    Acad.  Med.  2010;     85,  1692-­‐7.


